
PATCHWORK PANEL

WHOLECLOTH QUILT



Please read through the instructions before beginning. 

WHAT YOU NEED (based on 45" wide fabric)
Finished size    Number of panels   Backing and binding**
     (each panel is 45" x 108") 

Baby 44" x 50"   1 panel     back 2-1/2 yards
          binding  1/2 yard
          TOTAL  3 yards
 
Throw 50" x 66"   1 panel     back 2-3/4 yards   
          binding 5/8 yard
          TOTAL 3-3/8 yards

Twin 66" x 88"   2 panels    back 4-1/2 yards
          binding 5/8 yard
          TOTAL 5-1/8 yards   
 
Queen 86" x 93"   2 panels    back 7 yards
          binding 7/8 yard
          TOTAL 7-7/8 yards 
       
King 103" x 93"   2 panels    back 8-1/2 yards 
     plus 1/2 yard of scrap   binding 1 yard
     for center strip    TOTAL  9 yards 

** Binding yardage is based on cutting 2-1/2" WOF (width of fabric) strips for a double-fold cross-grain binding with 
mitered corners. Adjust for your preferred binding method.

Use your favorite batting in the appropriate size. I like the low loft of Quilter’s Dream in Request weight – it’s their 
lightest and is suitable for machine or hand-quilting.

These instructions are based on a panel with art that measures 44" x 107", like Patchwork Panel 2. Adjust for other 
size panels. All seam allowances are 1/4", unless otherwise noted. 

Wholecloth quilts have been around for centuries, and were typically made using little to no patchwork. 
This single-fabric foundation was an excellent way to show off fine hand-quilting. The instructions that 
follow provide basic information on how to make a wholecloth quilt using any of my Patchwork Panels. It 
may look like a cheater quilt – a fabric printed to look like patchwork – but whatever you call it, it’s a fast, 
satisfying, and easy way to make a beautiful bed covering! 
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One way to go about making a wholecloth quilt with a DS Patchwork Panel is to cut and piece one or two panels as you 
would solid yardage – as simply and efficiently as possible – and ignoring the patterns –  to make a top the size you 
need. If you prefer, you can combine cutting for speed and efficiency, but with an eye to the patterns. This means cutting 
and piecing to balance the placement of pattern, value, and color – being mindful of whether they abut, repeat, etc. It 
might mean cutting a narrow strip from one area of a panel, and a wider strip from another. There are no right or wrong 
combinations, and the beauty of a whole cloth quilt is the speed and ease with which it can go together, so don’t get too 
fussy about the details. 

I pieced my throw-size Patchwork Panel 2 wholecloth quilt with two seams, shown by the dotted lines. You can make a 
throw size any dimension that suits your needs, this one is 50" x 66", so the center section is the full width of the panel, 
and I cut the 10-1/2" wide side strips from the leftovers. See the next page for how I cut the panel for my quilt.
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Directions are provided for the sizes as follows: (baby) (throw) (twin) (queen) (king). Use the diagrams on the next page 
for suggested construction methods.

CUT THE PANELS
1. Cut (1) (1) (2) (2) (2) panels to create pieces that can be sewn together to make your desired size, per the suggestions 
on the following page. For the twin, queen, and king sizes, trim from opposite sides of the panel to create more variety. 
Trim off selvedge edges if desired. If you’re making a baby quilt skip to “Finish.”

2. For the king, make a strip 6" x 103" to make the quilt finish at 93" long. You can use a coordinating solid or stitch 
together pieces of leftover panel fabric.

SEW THE QUILT TOP
With right sides together, pin and sew the two panels along the long edge, rotating one panel for visual interest. For the 
queen and king, add the strip at the bottom or between the two panels, as you like. 

FINISH
1. Piece and trim the backing so it is 5" larger than the quilt top in each direction. 

2. Layer the backing, batting, and quilt top. Baste and quilt using your preferred methods. I quilted mine on a long-arm 
machine, in a figure-eight pattern. You can find a pdf pantograph for the figure-eight pattern on my website.

3. Bind the quilt using a double-fold mitered binding technique or your preferred technique.

Here’s how I cut the pieces for my throw quilt.
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http://www.dsquilts.com/fabric_and_patterns.asp?PageID=1376
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SUGGESTED CUTTING & LAYOUT 
These are suggested cuts for a 45" x 108" panel with artwork that measures 44" x 108". (See page 3 for Throw size.)

Baby

Twin

Queen

King

 44" 

 66" 

103" 

50" 

 44"  44" 

 44" 

 44" 

 44" 

 44" 

6" 

 93" 


