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Button Lunch Bags
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BEAUTY SHOT

NOTES
Prewash and dry the fabric but not the bias
tape.
If your fabric is double sided like the fabrics I
used, you can pick which side you’d like to
be the right side and wrong side. For the
example in these photos I used the lighter
side as the right side.

PATTERN
MATERIALS

CUT

To make one Button Lunch Bag you will
need…
•

•

•

•

From the fabric cut:
• One 11 ½ by 29-inch tall rectangle.
• One 1 X 5-inch strip. This will be the
Button Loop.

½ yard of sturdy fabric. I used Robert
Kaufman’s Denim- 8 oz in Indigo
Washed and Robert Kaufman’s
Railroad Denim in Deluxe Twill Stripe
Indigo.
A package of Captain 88’s Solid
Linen Cotton Bias Tape to match
your fabric. I used Navy and Natural.
Two 110-yard spools of Gutermann’s
Cotton Thread to match your fabric
and bias tape. I used colors 6210 and
1040.
One of Purl Soho’s Oblong Buttons. I
used Fuchsia and Marine.

SIZE
Finished Dimensions: 6 inches wide, 11 ½
inches tall when open, 8 ½ inches tall when
closed and 4 inches deep.
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MAKE THE BUTTON LOOP

SEW

Fold the large rectangle in half lengthwise so
that a middle crease runs the long way down
the center of the rectangle (highlighted in
pink in the photo above).
Fold one of the short sides of the rectangle
over ½-inch twice towards the right side and
press and pin the fold down.
Pin the raw ends of the Button Loop under
the fold so that the ends are at either side of
the center crease. Here is a more close-up
shot….

1. Press the 1 x 5-inch strip flat with
the right side facing up.
2. Press both of the long sides ¼ inch
towards the center of the strip, right
sides together.
3. Press the two long, folded sides
together, thus encasing the raw
edges. Pin the two long sides
together.
4. Edgestitch the two folded edges
together and cut the strip to 2 ¾inches long.
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Press the Button Loop upwards, away from
the fabric, and pin it in this new orientation.

Make sure that the Button Loop isn’t
twisted and that both sides are lying flat
under the fold and are meeting at the center
crease

Sew over the Button Loop, along the path of
the previous seam. Go forwards and
backwards a few times in order to really
secure the Loop in place.

Edgestitch this fold down, thus sewing the
Button Loop in place.

Hem the second short side of the rectangle
in the same way but without the Button
Loop: Fold the edge over ½ inch twice
towards the right side, press and edgestitch
the fold down.
.
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Now press the piece in half, right sides
together, so that the hemmed edges meet
up. Pin in place along the two long sides.

Pin the bias tape around both of these raw
left and right sides. Start at the top, tucking
the end of the bias tape under itself so that
no raw bias tape edges show, then pin the
bias tape along the length of the edge. Don’t
worry about tucking the ends of the bias
tape at the bottom of the edge; just trim
the tape flush with the end of the seam.!

Sew the two long raw sides together with a
½-inch seam allowance.
Orient the bag so that the opening is at the
top, the fold is at the bottom and the raw
edges of the fabric are at the left and right.

Edgestitch this bias tape into place, making
sure to catch both sides as you sew.
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MAKE THE BOXED BOTTOM

Sew over these markings and then cut off
the corners, leaving a ½-inch seam
allowance.
First, press the bias-taped side seams over
to one side. Then, pin the bias tape over the
two 4-inch raw edges, making sure the
unfinished ends of the side seams get
pinned inside the bias tape. Trim the bias
tape so it is a little longer than the 4-inch
sides and tuck the ends of the tape inside so
that no raw edges are showing.

With the wrong side still facing out, pull the
two layers of fabric away from the corners
and away from each other until the bottom
forms a diamond shape with the bottom fold
(represented in gray, above) going straight
down the center.
Mark a line at each corner perpendicular to
the center fold, 2 inches away from the
corner and 4 inches across (represented as
pink lines, above).

Edgestitch the bias tape into place, making
sure you catch both sides as you sew.

Pin the two layers of fabric together along
these 4-inch long markings, making sure that
the fabric isn’t bunched up or gathered and
that the bias tape covered seams are lying
flat.

!

5!

All Purl Bee and Purl Soho patterns are copyrighted and intended for personal home use only. Items made
from our patterns may not be sold or auctioned. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation!

FINISH

Press the bag into a lunch bag shape by
pressing a vertical crease up from each
bottom corner to the top of the bag. Then
press a horizontal crease from each bottom
corner to the next bottom corner.

Turn the bag right sides out. On the side of
the bag without the Button Loop, mark a
spot 5 inches below the top edge and 5 ¼
inches from either side seam. Sew on the
button here.

Bon Appetite!
http://www.purlbee.com/2014/09/14/butt
on-lunch-bags/
Posted: 9/14/14 version1
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